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Below is the text of that motion;

I move the Commission endorse FWP to move forward with identification and analysis of poteqtial sites where quarantine bison
can be held in the public trust until completion of the bison quarantine feasibility study, and a bison management plan for MT that
may identify the same or alternative, permanent sites. :

This background was also offered in the agenda item cover sheet:

Bison were once numerous throughout the eastern 2/3 of Montana, but have been extipated from the state except the areain
and around Yellowstone National Park. The YNP bison herd represents the largest wild population of genetlcally pure bison in ]
North America, but are also carriers of brucellosis. A quarantine feasibility study was initiated in 2005 ‘to determtpe if seronegative
-~ bison collected as calves remain seronegative. The first cohort of 86 genetically pure, seronegative bison resulting from that
ongoing feasibility study became available for distribution in 2009, with additional cohorts expected to be ayallable at the end of
2010 and 2011. Per the quarantine feasibility study plan, the bison must be held in a closed herd and monitored over the course
of five years after leaving the quarantine facility. An RFP for holding the first cohort of bison was issued, and aﬂer review, they
were placed with TEI, Inc. in an agreement that allowed them to keep up to 75% of the offspring produced during the 5-yea_r )
period they needed to be held and monitored. The remaining bison and their offspring would be returned to FWP. That decision
has been challenged in a lawsuit as a violation of the public trust. Additi PPIOXi 0 b uaily maved,
ine fa
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These wildlife management areas (WMAs) are near Avon, Great Falls and Shelby. | NorthernAg.NET will be updated with the latest as
FWP moves forward with the process.
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